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Issue 4407, November 2014 
 

Next club meeting: November 24th, 2014, 7:00 pm, West Side Café, Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

President’s Corner: by Garry Rife  

 
Greetings to my fellow Thunderbirds and a Happy 

Thanksgiving to all. 

Wow, it appears winter has arrived early this year and I 

wonder how long it will last? The blustery winds and low 

temperatures have kept me indoors. I have great hope 
though that I will soon escape the confines of the heated 

castle and venture fourth into the wilds of Thunderbird 

Field to enjoy breaking the surly bonds of earth 

vicariously. In other words ....I'm getting cabin fever and 

need to go flying! :) 
As this year comes to a close I think back on what we've 

accomplished. All of our events were well attended and 

successful and we completed several improvement 

projects. 

1. By-Laws revisions were finalized and 

implemented 
2. We purchased more and better maintenance 

equipment 

3. Installed a new "lost and found" box (thank you 

Neal Port) 

4. Held our first ever National Model Aviation Day 

event 
5. Painted the striping on the field and parking area 

6. Purchased audio visual equipment for meetings 

7. Added bleachers for spectators 

8. Added additional electrical outlets for major 

events 

9. Hosted another very successful SAE event 

 Please consider the above as highlights as I've probably 

forgotten something. Bottom line....it's been a busy year 

and, thanks to the membership, a very successful year.  

I'd like to thank each and every one of you for your 
support. The board, could not have accomplished any of 

this without the members. Many of you have taken your 

membership above and beyond the call to make this a 

better club for everyone. I sincerely thank you for your 

time and efforts. You are the backbone of the club and we 
would be lesser organization without you.  

Don't forget to vote in the election of new board members. 

I realize that most positions are uncontested but please 

participate and give the new on-line voting system a good 

test. The voting period ends Nov. 30. I’m confident our 

new board members will continue to move the club 
upward and onward.  

Don't forget the two remaining events this year... 

* Toys for Tots on Nov. 22 (CD - Steve Ehlers). Bring a 

new unwrapped toy and an airplane to fly and have a little 

fun while making a needy child happy this Christmas.  

* Thunderbird's Christmas party on Dec. 5, 7pm, at 
Spring Creek BBQ on Camp Bowie Blvd (same place as 

last year).  

....and don't forget our annual Black-eyed Pea Fly-in on 

Jan. 1, 2015. 

Vice President’s Corner: by Tom Blakeney 
  

I want to thank everyone for supporting the Texas Electric 

eXpo two weeks ago. All the electric flyers had a fine time, 

we made a little money for the club, and the weather was 

awesome. 
 I was able to make it out to the Winter Float Fly put on by 

a Terry Thorpe and a few helpers a week after the electric 

event. The high expected winds put a damper on 

attendance but the trees and higher terrain to the north of 

the park kept the site flyable for the morning and early 

afternoon. Thanks to Terry and all. 

The Fort Worth Thunderbirds have been approached by 

the US Scale Masters organization about hosting the US 

Scale Masters Championships at a Thunderbird Field. I 

think it is a real honor to be asked to host this prestigious 
event that would bring around 75 top scale RC pilots and 

builders here from all over the country. There are some 

scheduling and operational challenges that may impact our 

ability to take on this event for 2015, but I do think the 

club deserves a chance to hear about the event and decide 



 

 

Page 2 | 

 

what they would like to do about it. We will discuss it at 

the club meeting on Nov 24th. 
My wife, Robin, is working hard to produce some fun and 

rather original Christmas decorations for the upcoming 

Thunderbird Christmas party at Spring Creek BBQ on 

Friday, Dec 5 at 7pm. See you there! 

The Christmas party will be my last event as Vice 

President for 2014. Thanks for your support and 
assistance in so many ways throughout the past year. I am 

really looking forward to being President of the club in 

2015 and want to thank you for your vote of confidence in 

allowing me to serve. 

October Meeting Minutes: by Tab Bowland
 

 Meeting called to order at 7PM by President Garry Rife, 

welcoming all club members and guests. 
 

Officer Reports: 
 

Vice President: Tom Blakeney - No report 

 

Treasurer: Gary Alphin - A prepared statement was read 

by Garry in the absence of the Treasurer. The club is in 

good standing 
 

Secretary: Tab Bowland - No Report  

 

Newsletter: Woody Lake - If you are not receiving your 

newsletter via email please contact Woody to verify your 

address. Also, a big THANK YOU, to Joe Joplin for 

getting the September newsletter out in Woody’s  absence. 

 

Safety Officer: Steve Ehlers - Steve reminded us not to 

become complacent with our 2.4 megahertz radios. Always 

perform range checks and check the batteries of the 

transmitter. 

 

Events: 
 

Flight Training: Still having on average 2-3 students per 

week. Flight training will end on October 30th for the year.  

 
SPA: We had 18 pilots attend. The weather was good and 

a lot of good competition in all classes. Please refer to the 

SPA website for results. 

 

CPA: The Thunderbirds hosted their first ever Classic 

Pattern event in which 12 pilots participated. The weather 
was a bit chilly, but all in attendance enjoyed the day. 

 

IMAC: Thunderbird field hosted an IMAC event on 

October 25-26. Eighteen pilots, warm weather, good 

fellowship, and great flying. Please check the IMAC 

website for results. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Texas Electric Expo – November 1, 2014 Tom Blakeney 

contest director 

 

Fall Float Fly – November 8, 2014 Terry Thorpe contest 

director 

 

Q-25 / EF-1 Pylon Race – November 15, 2014 Verne Bell 
and Gary James contest directors 

 

Toys for Tots – November 22nd 
Thunderbird field, Steve 

Ehlers coordinator 

 

Old Business: 

 

Lease update: Joe Joplin advised the club as to where we 

are on the lease of the field. 
 

Benbrook Heritage Fest: All at the festival had a fun time; 

the Thunderbirds displayed many aircraft and handed out 

RC magazines to future RC flyers. Thanks to all Fort 

Worth Thunderbirds who volunteered their time to make 

this a success. 
 

Fort Worth Thunderbirds Christmas Party – December 5, 

2014 This year party will again be held at Spring Creek 

BBQ on West Camp Bowie. The party begins at 7PM.  

 

Memorial Brick information: Ed Kettler presented 
information to the club about the cost of the bricks. 

 

Honorary Membership: A motion was made by Steve 

Ehlers to make Kay Grainger an honorary member of the 

Fort Worth Thunderbirds. Ken Knotts seconded the 
motion. Motion passed. 

 

SAB Goblin Helicopter Bash in October 2015.  After more 

discussion by the membership on this event a motion was 

made by Rick Byrd and seconded by Randy Martin for the 

Thunderbirds to host this event in October 2015. A final 
date to be announced. Motion Passed. 

 

New Business: 
 

IMAC Event: Ric Byrd presented information about 

hosting an IMAC pattern event at Thunderbird field in 

2015. This would be a big event for the club, and would 

require help and support from the Thunderbirds. Ric will 

provide more details. 
 

Noise Complaint: The club has received a noise and over 

fly complaint from one of its neighbors close to the field. 

After much discussion on possible solutions, it was decided 

to table this until November meeting. 
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Officer Nominations for 2015 
 

President:  Tom Blakeney - A nomination was made and a 

second was received. Tom accepted the nomination 

 

Vice President: Verne Bell - A nomination was made and a 
second was received. Verne accepted the nomination  

 

Treasurer: Chris Berardi - A nomination was made and a 

second was received. Chris accepted the nomination 

 
Secretary: Tab Bowland - A nomination was made and a 

second was received. Tab accepted the nomination 

 

Safety Officer: Mel Wells - A nomination was made and a 

second was received. Mel accepted the nomination. 

 

Thunderbird of the Year: The following people were 

nominated for Thunderbird of the Year and a second was 

received. 

 

• Gary Alphin 

• Tab Bowland 

• Ken Knotts 

 

All Nominations Closed. As a reminder all voting will be 

done electronically this year. You will be sent a link to log 
into to cast your vote. 

 

Show n Tell 
 

Ed Furche showed his F9F Panther from Park Cities 

models. 

 

Jimmy Newton talked AX3X technology and new receivers 

from Spectrum 
 

Meeting adjourned 9PM 

 

Raffle Winners: 
 

Balsa Stripper: Ed Kettler     Ball wrench set ( standard ) Ken Knotts 

Ball wrench set ( metric ) Woody Lake    Multi connector for Charger: Ed Kettler 

Prop Balancer: Mark       Lipo Balance checker: Tom Blakeney 

Xacto metal mitre box set: Ian Waring    4 way plug wrench: Joe Joplin 

female ultra plug: Benny T     Finger tip prop balancer: Ed Furche 
Finger tip prop balancer: Gary Nelson    Bottle kicker: Woody Lake 

Bottle CA glue: Larry Fuller     Bottle CA glue: Ed Kettler 

5 minute Epoxy: Tim Reed 

 

 

Treasurers’ Report: by Gary Alphin 
 

As things come to a close this year we are at 187 members. 

Everyone should be aware our 2015 Membership drive is 
under way. Please renew your membership either by Pay 

Pal, Check, or pay at the Christmas Party/dinner. Please 

send checks to: 

 
Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

Attn: Gary Alphin 
917 Herby Del Trail 
Azle, TX 76020 

  
 

I will not be at the November meeting due to other 

commitments but will be at the December 5th 
Dinner/Party.  

 

Also remember to renew your AMA membership along 

with your membership to our club to be a registered 

member of the club. If possible please renew your AMA 

before you send in your club dues as it makes the verifying 
process much easier. If you don't renew your AMA 

membership your name is removed from the AMA roster. 

Only after you have your AMA registration can we add 

you back to our club’s roster. 
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Texas Electric eXpo (TEX) Electric Fly-In 

 
Ray Thompson’s A-6 Intruder still in the development stage 
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Float Fly 

 
Eighteen registered pilots attended our traditional 

winter float fly to close out our 2014 float fly 

season. The wind is usually out of the south which 

makes for a great takeoff and landing pattern. 

Unfortunately the wind conditions this November 

did not favor us and were from the north (pilot’s 

back) and gusting. This proved for some heart 

stopping moments for many pilots. Surprisingly 

attrition was light and mostly just some bruised egos 

by the end of the day. Bob Hubbard was awarded 

CD’s Choice and received an engraved desk pen 

holder.  
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Pilot’s Lounge and Shower     About that floating log …. 

 

Members Projects 
 

Ed Furche’s F9F Panther Jet  Woody’s Corsair. Both the F9F and F4U are EPO Foamies
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Ed Kettler’s giant scale Top Flight P-47D. Ed converted 

the P-47 from an ARC kit “Tar Heel Hal” using Wylie 
Warbirds razorback kit. Powered by a  DLE-55, controlled 

with a Spectrum receiver and Hitec digital servos, and a J-

Tec exhaust system. Exterior is glassed with ½ ounce cloth, 

panel lines, Behr exterior latex, painted markings, and 

18,000 rivets. Oh did I mention it flies great!  

 
 

This particular model is based on an aircraft assigned to 

the 5th Emergency Rescue Squadron, RAF Boxted, June 
1944. Formed from ex-56th FG war weary planes in May 

1944 they provided top cover for returning damaged planes 

over the Channel. These aircraft carried life raft packs 

instead of bombs. 

Training: by Ken Knotts 
 

Bob Hoover donated a JR radio, a flight simulator and various field equipment items to one of our deserving student pilots, 
Andrew Hopson. Andrew and his little sister Julianna have been taking flying lesson every Thursday since National Model 

Aviation Day. Thank you Bob, I know Andrew will make good use of the radio and being the good brother will let Julianna 

use it as well. 

    
Bob and Andrew   Sister Julianna 

Local Doings 
 

This past weekend Bob Mueller had the opportunity to fly right seat in the Cavanaugh Fight Museum’s Douglas AD-5W / 

EA1-E Skyraider. Bob is a member of the GSW RC Club and a long time supporter of our annual Warbird Fly-In, Float 

Flys, and a close personal friend. 
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Betty Boop Final Chapter: by Woody 

 
The last surviving crew member of Betty Boop Pistol 

Packn’ Mama passed away quietly in his sleep November 

1st. Marshal Peck enjoyed retirement years on his sail boat 

‘Luft Gangster’ a name given to him by his captors after 
being shot down in February 1943. A name he said “worn 

with pride”. I was pleased Marshal was able to see the B-17 

model before his passing. Wishing Marshal and the crew of 

Betty blue skys and gentle breezes. 
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Website Update: by Joe Jopling 

LEASE. The lease has been under scrutiny by Corps people at Lewisville and they are objecting to some of the 

arrangements previously agreed to with the Corps. We are hopeful some common ground can be reached in a face to face 

meeting with them this week.  

 

THUNDERBIRD 2014 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 

December 5   Christmas Party   Club Officers 
 
January 1st, 2015   Black Eye Pea    Members 

  
 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  Garry Rife              

E-Mail: rowdyjoes@att.net 
Vice President:  Tom Blakeney 
E-Mail: tomblakeney28682@ 

               yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland 
E-Mail: tbirds197@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer:  Gary Alphin        

E-Mail: gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
Safety Officer: Steve Ehlers               

E-Mail: stevenehlers@charter.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 

Forum Link: http://www.rcgroups.com/the-ft-worth-thunderbirds-820/ 
 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
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$3.00 OFF 
Full Service Oil 

Change for 

Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds 

 

Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum 
Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 

 

 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
 

 
 Coupons must be presented at time of service.  Offers   
cannot be combined with any other offer. One coupon per 
visit. 
 

 

 


